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s Paul Rudd's ex-con Scott Lang 
balances fatherhood with being a tiny 
superhero, Ant-Man and the Wasp 
sees him get some healthy competition in the 
shape of Evangeline Lilly, reprising her role as 
Hope van Dyne, finally getting her own suit and 
fulfilling her destiny as The Wasp. 

With fans still buzzing over the ending of 
Avengers: Infinity War, Marvel expects to 
capitalise on that curiosity with this Ant-Man 
sequel, said to reveal clues about Avengers 4. 

As the scientist behind the shrinking 
technology, Michael! Douglas’s Hank Pym 
begins to wonder whether his wife Janet, the 
original Wasp portrayed by Michelle Pfeiffer, 
may have survived, sparking expectation for 
their daughter Hope, who has now stepped 
into her mother’s wings. 

When STACK meets with the cast on set in 
Atlanta, Lilly is less concerned about her shiny 
new suit and more invested in communicating 
the emotional beats of her storyline since we 
last saw her in 2015's Ant-Man debut. 

“Repairing a broken relationship with your 
father after 30 years of distance should have a 
profound effect on a person, and | really want 
to show that,’ she says. 

Fully embracing her new skills, she’s 
energised from spending her first day on set 





with Rudd as fully suited and helmeted insects, 


her hair still tucked into a skullcap. 
“| was jumping around like a little bunny 
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rabbit. | was so excited. | just think it looks so 
cute and adorable, these two cute matching 
boy girl superheroes. | am still a six-yearold at 
heart,” she grins. 

“There are other flying superheroes so I'm 
not the first, but | don’t believe there’s any that 
shrink and fly. | think it gives my character an 


ate 


2? 


incredible amount of grace. If you're fighting 
and launching yourself into the air and landing 
on the ground, you will inevitably have to 

do a beautiful three-point stance at the end. 
But Wasp, on the other hand, has the option 
of supporting herself with her wings, so 
everything can be lighter and graceful as well 


as stingy. But hopefully not too girly.” she adds. 

Training for the role was easy. “I've always 
Stayed in shape — that’s just who | am. All my 
characters are in good shape right from my first 
role in Lost 16 years ago. While | don’t think 
of Hope as a superhero persona, | do think 
it's important for female superheroes to look 
strong and not just have beautiful breasts and 
elu }aesam 

lf Hank and Hope's relationship is not in a 
good place when we first meet them again, 
Lilly describes Hope as “fully freed, fully 
realised, fully in control of her circumstances 
and her choices.” 

Weirdly enough, the role has made her a 
wasp magnet. “Since | started shooting this 
film I've had multiple interactions with wasps. 
l've always loved insects ever since | was a 
little kid. | was the caterpillar girl in school. | 
would get my friends to cover me from head to 
toe in caterpillars and run around and scare the 
other girls. 

“l've always got angry at people who kill 
insects. Don't do that! It’s a living creature. My 
own children love insects because | force them 
to and they have no choice,’ admits the mother 
of-two. 

A self-described “control freak,” it took a 
while to get used to Marvel's policy of not 
sharing storylines with the cast, mixing it all 
up in the edit bay. “|! hate it. Every day | tell 
myself: Remember when you were in school 
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